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11189500 SOUTH FORK KERN RIVER NEAR ONYX, CA
Buena Vista Lake Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 35°44′15″, long 118°10′22″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Kern County, Hydrologic Unit 18030002, unsurveyed, on left 
bank, 0.7 mile upstream from Bartolas Creek, 0.8 mi north of State Highway 178, 1.6 mi upstream from Canebrake Creek, 5 mi northeast of Onyx, and 
18.5 mi northeast of Isabella Dam. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--530 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--September 1911 to August 1914, January 1919 to September 1942, October 1947 to June 1994, July 1995 to current year. Yearly 
estimate for water year 1927 (incomplete) and monthly discharges for incomplete water years 1914, 1919, 1926, 1928, 1929, published in  
WSP 1315-A. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1151: 1948(M). WSP 1445: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 2,900 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Sept. 12, 1911, to Aug. 31, 1914, nonrecording 
gage, and Jan. 23, 1919, to Apr. 17, 1936, water-stage recorder, 140 ft upstream at datum 2.88 ft lower. Apr. 18, 1936, to September 1942, and 
October 1947 to Feb. 8, 1967, at datum 6.88 ft higher. Feb. 9, 1967, to May 31, 1972, at datum 2.00 ft higher. 

REMARKS.--Records good. Lowell and Thomas Ditches divert upstream from station for irrigation downstream of station, combined capacity, 15 ft³/s. See 
schematic diagram of Kern River Basin. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 28,700 ft³/s, Dec. 6, 1966, gage height, 18.9 ft, from floodmarks, present datum, from rating 
curve extended above 3,000 ft³/s, on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow; no flow for several days in 1929, 1934, 1960-61. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater the base discharge of 200 ft³/s, or maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 
Jan 11 0315 *1,910 *7.82 

May 17 1430 1,600 7.54 
 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11189500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 4.8 24 17 35 135 234 360 1,020 791 176 57 24 
2 6.2 24 18 30 129 233 387 1,130 768 168 53 24 
3 6.5 24 19 32 123 234 426 1,210 723 163 51 23 
4 6.5 25 19 31 125 238 456 1,280 664 156 48 23 
5 6.6 25 19 27 125 260 431 1,350 624 146 47 23 

6 6.5 25 18 25 128 261 483 1,260 585 138 59 23 
7 6.5 23 22 31 125 264 568 1,010 536 131 58 23 
8 6.6 25 23 49 120 282 587 1,020 499 125 79 23 
9 6.9 28 25 879 119 313 591 1,110 479 120 71 23 

10 7.7 26 24 1,230 118 353 533 1,110 481 116 59 24 

11 7.7 26 23 1,180 122 408 516 936 459 110 53 24 
12 7.8 27 24 388 137 455 590 902 432 103 49 25 
13 8.6 28 26 236 142 488 660 967 407 97 44 26 
14 8.6 26 25 183 138 500 682 1,060 390 90 41 25 
15 11 25 25 155 140 427 714 1,180 381 86 59 25 

16 12 24 25 145 140 396 808 1,340 361 86 62 25 
17 13 23 25 142 148 378 947 1,510 348 81 63 25 
18 14 22 23 138 243 357 1,070 1,350 335 77 54 25 
19 18 23 24 147 281 356 1,120 1,410 315 73 48 25 
20 52 23 25 176 251 386 1,000 1,450 294 70 44 34 

21 33 23 26 180 338 338 920 1,420 278 69 42 67 
22 25 21 25 176 412 449 944 1,350 261 67 38 70 
23 21 19 24 174 334 661 878 1,320 248 67 35 57 
24 21 18 23 175 294 466 809 1,270 238 101 33 47 
25 23 20 23 233 276 418 807 1,190 229 107 32 43 

26 25 22 24 262 256 383 875 1,140 223 101 31 39 
27 34 23 28 248 241 376 968 1,090 209 88 30 47 
28 31 26 43 206 236 408 1,070 1,070 198 76 29 49 
29 27 23 46 180 --- 381 935 998 191 71 26 50 
30 25 18 37 157 --- 353 916 903 184 70 25 44 
31 24 --- 43 137 --- 348 --- 825 --- 64 24 --- 

Total 506.5 709 791 7,387 5,376 11,404 22,051 36,181 12,131 3,193 1,444 1,005 
Mean 16.3 23.6 25.5 238 192 368 735 1,167 404 103 46.6 33.5 
Max 52 28 46 1,230 412 661 1,120 1,510 791 176 79 70 
Min 4.8 18 17 25 118 233 360 825 184 64 24 23 
Ac-ft 1,000 1,410 1,570 14,650 10,660 22,620 43,740 71,770 24,060 6,330 2,860 1,990 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1912 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 23.8 39.1 56.4 67.7 95.5 164 350 431 172 49.2 23.5 18.7 
Max 98.9 293 942 500 448 686 1,583 2,896 1,311 349 184 90.2 
(WY) (1984) (2003) (1967) (1997) (1980) (1978) (1969) (1969) (1983) (1983) (1983) (1978) 
Min 1.00 8.92 12.4 14.0 17.3 24.1 23.4 9.52 1.00 0.19 0.20 0.10
(WY) (1962) (1930) (1949) (1931) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1924) (1961) (1934) (1961) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1912 - 2005 

Annual total  16,692.66    102,178.5    
Annual mean  45.6    280    125   
Highest annual mean    605 1969  
Lowest annual mean    11.5 1961  
Highest daily mean  343 Mar 23   1,510 May 17   14,000 Dec   6, 1966  
Lowest daily mean  0.78 Aug 12   4.8 Oct   1   0.00 Sep   1, 1934  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.80 Aug   8   6.2 Oct   1   0.00 Jul 23, 1961  
Maximum peak flow   1,910 Jan 11   28,700 Dec   6, 1966  
Maximum peak stage   7.82 Jan 11   18.90 Dec   6, 1966  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  33,110    202,700    90,540   
10 percent exceeds  124    939    291   
50 percent exceeds  25    116    42   
90 percent exceeds  0.93    23    7.0   
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